First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025

Pastor Joe Baumgarten

Grace Lutheran Church
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VISITORS please sign our GUEST BOOK located in the narthex.

VISITORS and MEMBERS please add your name to the Fellowship
Register at the end of the pew and pass it down to others.
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331 The Advent of Our King
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1 The ad-vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev-er - last-ing Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
30 Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
4 As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come a - gain
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And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser-vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.

Nor let your faith-less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
And His true mem-bers all u - nite With Him in heav’n to reign.

5 Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

D 6 All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676—1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 25:4-5, 21-22; antiphon: vv. 1-3a

To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.*

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame.

Let not my enemies exult | over me.*

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame.

Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;*

teach me | your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my sal- | vation;*

for you I wait all the | day long.

May integrity and uprightness pre- | serve me,*

for I | wait for you.

Redeem Israel, | O God,*

out of all his | troubles.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.*

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame.
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Let not my enemies exult | over me.*
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame.

Kyrie LSB 168 Mark 10:47

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C Amen.




Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:5-8
>“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved,
and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be
called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

"“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they
shall no longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel
out of the land of Egypt,” 8but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the
offspring of the house of Israel out of the north country and out of all the

countries where he had driven them.” Then they shall dwell in their own
land.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 13:11-14
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.
2The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light. *Let us walk properly as in the
daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

A This i1s the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 John 6:68
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1-9
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

"When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in
front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.
Untie them and bring them to me. *If anyone says anything to you, you shall
say, ‘The Lord needs them,” and he will send them at once.” *This took place
to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

>“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. "They brought the
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. *Most of
the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the
trees and spread them on the road. °And the crowds that went before him and
that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

343 Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!

2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!

4 His is no earth-ly king - dom; It comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His rule 1s peace and free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands, bow down be-fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:

A u Refrain
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Ho - san - na to the  Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772—1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Tune: Swedish, 17th cent.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004643
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.



Gracious Lord, awaken Your saints from sleep and idleness as we enter another
Church Year. Encourage the preachers of Your Word and all who hear, for
salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. Renew the faith and
quicken the love of all Christians to cast off the works of darkness, put on Jesus
Christ and live as children of the eternal day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Lord of love, visit our homes and defend us from the temptation to walk in the
works of darkness. Clothe us with the armor of light. Preserve the single in holiness,
and lead husbands and wives to love one another and raise their children in the
faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, behold our nation and its leaders and protect our armed forces,
taking them under Your care and blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Visit us in Your compassion, O Lord. Deliver the sick from their infirmity, the
troubled from their afflictions, the grieving from their sorrow and the dying from
their fear [especially /. May all who cry to You receive grace
according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, entered Jerusalem to shouts and
cheers of joy. Grant that we may be stirred by the Word and Sacraments to rejoice
anew, now and at His second advent. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, You declared that the days were coming when You would accomplish
our salvation, and in Your time You caused Your Son, the righteous Branch, to
spring up for David. By Your grace, keep us joined as branches to Christ, that we
might bear fruit until the day He returns in glory; for He lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,

saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).
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Offertory LSB 176 Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you,O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 177 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

QOvaTaO™
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Sanctus
f)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

LSB 178 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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glo - ry Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

12



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei
04

LSB 180 John 20:19

LSB 180 John 1:29
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907 God Himself Is Present
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1 God Him-self 1is pres - ent: Let us now a - dore Him
2 God Him -self is  pres - ent: Hear the harps re - sound - ing;
3 Fount of ev - ry Dbless - ing, Pu - nn-fy my spir - it
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And with awe ap-pear be - fore Him. God is in His
See the hosts the throne sur - round - ing. “Ho -1y, ho-ly,
Trust-ing on -ly in  Your mer - it. Like the ho - ly
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tem - ple; All  with - in keep si - lence; Hum -bly kneel in
ho - ly!” Hear the hymn as - cend - ing, Songs of saints and
an - gels, Wor - ship -ing be - fore You, May 1 cease-less -
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deep - est rev - ‘rence. He a - lone On His throne
an - gels blend - ing. Bow Your ear To us here:
ly a - dore You. Let Your will Ev - er still
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Is our God and Sav - ior; Praise His name for - ev - er!
Hear, O Christ, the prais - es That Your Church now rais - es.
Rule Your Church ter - res - trial As the hosts ce - les - tial.

Text: Gerhard Tersteegen, 1697—1769, abr.; tr. Frederick W. Foster, 1760—1835, alt.; tr. John Miller, 1756-90, alt.
Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650-80
Text and tune: Public domain
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544 O Love, How Deep
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10 love, how deep, how broad, how high,
2 He sent no an - gel to our race,
3 For us bap - tized, for us He bore
4 For us He prayed; for us He taught;
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Be - yond all thought and fan - ta - sy,
0)§ high - er or of low - er place,
His ho - ly fast and hun - gered sore;
For us His dai - ly works He wrought,
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That God, the Son of God, should take
But wore the robe of hu - man frame,
For us temp - ta - tion sharp He knew;
By words and signs and ac - tions thus
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Our mor - tal form for mor - tals’ sake!
And to this world Him - self He came.
For us the tempt - er o - ver -  threw.
Still  seek - 1ing not Him - self but us.

5 For us by wickedness betrayed,
For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

6 For us He rose from death again;
For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

D 7All glory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore

Forever and forevermore.

Text: attr. Thomas a Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819-85, alt.. Tune: English, 15th cent.
Text: Public domain
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Thank the Lord LSB 181 [Psalm 105:1-3, 42—43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8—10]
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction LSB 183 Numbers 6:24-26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.
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528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou - sand tongues to sing My
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, As
3Je - sus! The  name that charms our fears, That
4 He breaks the  pow’r of can - celed sin; He
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great Re - deem - er’s  praise, The glo ries of my
sist me to pro - claim, To spread through all the
bids our sor - rows cease; "Tis mu - Ssic in the
sets the pris - 'ner free. His blood can make the
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God and King, The tri - umphs  of His grace!
earth a - broad, The hon - ors of Thy name.
sin - ner’s ears, "Tis life and health and peace.
foul - est clean; His blood a - wvails for me.

5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own
Your God, ye fallen race.
Look and be saved through faith alone,
Be justified by grace.

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid;
The Lamb of God was slain.
His soul was once an off’ring made
For ev’ry soul of man.

7 To God all glory, praise, and love
Be now and ever giv’n
By saints below and saints above,
The Church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 170788, alt.
Tune: Carl G. Gldser, 1784-1829
Text and tune: Public domain
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Serving In Worship

Pastor: Joe Baumgarten
Pianist: Neil Patton
Communion Musician: Neil & Cathy Patton
Lector: Laurie Edwards
Altar Guild: Mary Jenkins
Communion Assistant: Randy Ronne
Ushers: Tim Hovet & Rick Krumdieck
Video Recorder: Rich Weaver
What’s Happening at Grace This Week
Sunday/Today 9:00 am Bible Study
10:00 am Worship Service
11:15 am Coffee & Fellowship
Wednesday 3™ 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Advent Meal
6:15 pm Bell Choir
7:00 pm Advent Worship
7:35 pm Vocal Choir
Thursday 4% 10:00 am Men’s Bible Study
Friday 5% 9:00 am Star Field installation
6:00 pm Zumba
Saturday 6™ 9:00 am Advent Decorating Day
2:00 pm Evocantus concert
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ADVENT WORSHIP starts this Wednesday, December at 7:00 pm, preceded by a
soup meal at 5:30. You can also worship with us at Hope Lutheran Church in
Springfield with Advent worship at 12:00 noon followed by soup lunch.

ADVENT DECORATING DAY will be this Saturday, December 6™, starting at
9:00 am. With the Evocantus concert happening that afternoon, we will want to
finish up well before noon. The star field installation will be happening on Friday,
December 5%, so please bring your muscles! We will need a good number of folks
to help, so please join us while we get the Sanctuary and rest of the church ready for
this joyful time!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE A POINSETTA for the altar for Advent,
please bring them on into the church anytime during office hours! Questions?
Please reach out to Judy Blade or any other member of the Altar Guild.

EVOCANTUS will be holding a Christmas Concert here at Grace on this Saturday,
December 6 at 2:00 pm, and we are all invited to attend! Evocantus is a local
youth choir, affiliated with the Eugene Concert Choir, who rehearse weekly in our
Sanctuary. They would love to bless us with their music of “Forgotten Carols™ —
Christmas carols that are rarely performed but beautiful and show their gratitude for
opening our doors to them for their rehearsals. Admission is free, but donations at
the door are appreciated.

NEIL PATTON IN CONCERT. Come join Neil as he premiers music from his
new Christmas album: Gloria. He will also be releasing a book of art, poetry and
prose created by him and his daughter, Corrie, based on music from his previous
album, The Small Hours. This will be a night of beautiful music and story-telling,
helping to set the tone for the Advent and Christmas seasons. Neil will be joined for
a few pieces by Cathy on flute, as well.

Friday, Dec 5, 7:00 pm. Unity of the Valley (3912 Dillard Rd, Eugene, 97405)
Tickets available at: neilpattongloriarelease.eventbrite.com.

POTLUCK TO WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS will be held during
Fellowship time on December 7®. Onward! Not Alone!, along with Wayne and
Delores Feddersen, will be organizing the potluck and bringing the desserts.

Everyone else is asked to bring a dish to share. Questions? Please reach out to Janet
Borchard (541-579-1467).
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COMMUNITY CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION planning is in
full swing and we are excited! This church event is being held for the little ones of
families who utilize the Food Pantry, who live at the St. Vincent house on Amazon,
and our own church community. Christmas celebration with craft tables for making
seasonal gifts, snacks/cookies with hot cocoa, music, and a soup lunch are all on the
docket, but volunteers are still needed to help with all of the above, in addition to
greeting guests and guiding them around the event. Contact Anna
(anna.cepek@gmail.com) to sign up for providing a “C-themed” soup. Set up/clean
up volunteers are also needed. Set up will be on Friday, December 12%, with the
event being on Saturday, December 13", 10:00am-12:00pm. This is a special
opportunity to show Jesus’ love to our community — let’s make it awesome for
these kiddos!

GUY LEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINTER BREAK SNACK BAGS.

Our Grace family has really stepped up and provided so much food for these bags!
Thank you! If you would still like to contribute there are more flyers on the Narthex
table. Donations should be dropped off at Hope by December 7%. Please contact
Tammy Smith (taz740(@comcast.net) or Patty Daletas (541-844-6839) with
questions.

CHRISTMAS EVE MUSICAL PRELUDE: Now is your chance to perform your
favorite Christmas song! On Christmas Eve our worship service will start at
6:45pm and the 15 minutes between 6:45pm and 7:00pm will be an extended
prelude of Christmas music performed by Grace members and friends. If you are
interested in performing a Christmas song on Christmas Eve, please contact Linda
Gurney (lagurney2(@gmail.com) by Dec 7th.

GRACE’S GARDEN UPDATE: Prep work on the soil in the new garden area is
starting, and we are collecting cardboard! A little bit of writing on the cardboard is
OK, but fully-colored is not appropriate. The need is great with what seems like a
nearly infinite amount of cardboard, so PLEASE keep it coming until we say
“Stop”’. Questions? Please contact Anna Cepek at anna.cepek(@gmail.com.

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH SOMETHING? Call Janet Borchard (541-579-
1467) or Elaine Barbisan (541-343-0452) and they will work to find a church
member to help you with house and yard needs you might not be able to do
yourself.
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER.....

MEMBERS: Betty Libke, Marc Burgess, Lloyd Davis, Corenne Jackson, Lee Bess,
Mary Jenkins, Donna Geisler, Bert Wheeler, John Stoecker, Barbara Best,
Sharon Gee, Carole Davis, Rose Krumdieck

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: Don Dove, Correne Jackson, Barbara Best

ALL MEMBERS AND BELIEVERS: We all need to remember and lift up every
member of the Body of Christ. We know not what others might be going through.

WORLD: For our nation and all of God’s world dealing with health issues, unrest
and violence, weather-related damage, hunger and drought in many countries.

MILITARY: For our military serving around the world, some who continue to
serve in harm’s way. Keep them safe and trusting in Your protective care.

FOOD PANTRY: The blessing of the UO Student Food Pantry housed here at
Grace.

EUGENE MISSION: That lives and souls may be healed in Christ.

DOVE MEDICAL: For blessing upon their ministry and their patients.
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