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332 Savior of the Nations, Come sts. 1-3, 7-8
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1 Sav - 1or of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
3 Here a maid was found with child, Yet re - mained a
7 From the man - ger new - born light Shines in glo - ry
A8 Glo - ry to the Fa - ther sing, Glo - ry to the
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here  Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav’'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
through the night. Dark - ness there no more re - sides;
Son, our king, Glo - ry to the Spir - it be
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
In this light faith now a - Dbides.
Now and through e - ter - ni -ty

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483—1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812-76; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran
Service Book, 2006; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973; (st. 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001. Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg,
ed. Johann Walter. Text (sts. 3, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110004643. Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Q'™

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of |
Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;




as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

Kyrie LSB 168 Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh
may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38
In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the

tabernacle was erected. '®*Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and
set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. '?And he spread
the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the
LORD had commanded Moses. *°He took the testimony and put it into the ark,
and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 2! And he
brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and
screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. . . .



34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD
filled the tabernacle. *>And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting
because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
3%Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over
the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. *’But if the cloud was not
taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. **For the
cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in
the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Titus 3:4—7
*When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, *he
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
Swhom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’so that
being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 John 6:68
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 1:1-18

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. *In him was life,
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and the life was the light of men. >The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
SHe was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. '°He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. ''"He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
2But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God, *who were born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

1“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. '>(John
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.””) 1°And from his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. !"For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. '®No one has ever
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo-ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in  the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi- sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 All cre a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry,
flocks by night, God with wus is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
A | Refrain
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2—4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon




Prayer of the Church

P
C

P

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

In thanksgiving and awe at the Word made flesh, that because He has
become our brother we now are His sons and daughters through Baptism;
and that God would keep us in true faith and fervent love toward each
other, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors, that God would work through their proclamation of Christ
to bring the good news of joy and salvation to all who hear them, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For families who gather in this holy season, that they may have patience
and be slow to judge and quick to forgive, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the lonely, that they may be comforted with Christ’s presence and we
may extend to them the welcome of our homes and the friendship of His
grace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those in poverty or want, that they may be helped; that God would
increase our generosity; and that we would present our bodies as living
sacrifices, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the nations of this world, that they would be given a spirit of peace, so
that conflicts would cease and all would see in the birth of Jesus the
salvation of our God, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick, lonely, grieving and poor in spirit, [especially

,/ that they may find comfort and healing in Jesus Christ,
the light no darkness can overcome, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.




P That the Lord would humble our hearts in repentance and give us faith to
receive with joy and thanksgiving the precious gift of His body and blood;
and that the Lord would grant to His Church unity of faith and harmony of
life and practice, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of Your Son, the Word become flesh, the
Savior of the nations, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, ever one God.

C Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24,; Eph. 4:1-3).

Offert%ry LSB 176 Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface
P
C

P
C
P
C

P

Sanctus
A

LSB 177 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh
You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the
person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

LSB 178 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

P O Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those
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who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.

Agnus Dei
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LSB 180 John 20:19

LSB 180 John 1:29
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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God, You take a - way the sin

of the world;
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grant us peace, grant
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us  peace.

Distribution- if you are unable to come forward for communion, but would like to
receive the sacrament, please stand up where you are sitting and you will be served

where you are.
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370 What Child Is This
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1 What child 1is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap 18
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate  Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borne for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98

Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
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374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

Luke 2:1-20 {1}
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;

2 An - gels sang

a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;

3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.
Heav -en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He 1s still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an - gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933

Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald

Text and tune: Public domain
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Thank the Lord LSB 181 [Psalm 105:1-3, 42—43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8—10]
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Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us
firm 1in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction LSB 183 Numbers 6:24-26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.
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388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Luke 2:7-20 {1}, Isaiah 40:9-11 {2}

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - ’ry-where;
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ 1is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-1ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
A u . . Refrain
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Be - hold, through - out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work II, 18731925, alt.
Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual
Text and tune: Public domain
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