Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025

Pastor Joe Baumgarten

Grace Lutheran Church
710 East 17" Avenue
Eugene, OR 97401
541-342-4844

VISITORS please sign our GUEST BOOK located in the narthex.

VISITORS and MEMBERS please add your name to the Fellowship
Register at the end of the pew and pass it down to others.



342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied
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1 What hope! An E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
2 A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
3 As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled,Christ came to suf-fer loss,
4 Come, Je - sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a - dise re -store;
e T ] T
H{oy> e o ——— | | —o -
e) ' — ! > >

The lamb and 1i - on side by side, Led by a lit - tle child!
A Prince of Peace in Beth-le - hem: The fruitof God’s de - sign.
That by His death a dy - ing world Would ral-ly to the cross.
Lead past the an-gel’s flam-ing sword— Come, o-pen heav-en’s door.

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955. Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004643. Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
Service of the Word
Introit ) Psalm 19:1, 4-6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a
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\Q‘)V © - ——— oo

Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end
| of the world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.



Kyrie . LSB 168 Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy;

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15—19

15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— '%just as you desired
of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said,
‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any
more, lest I die.” !”And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have
spoken. 181 will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all
that I command him. '’ And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall
speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.””

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philippians 4:4-7

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. °Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; ®do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
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thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ’And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

A This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Alleluig
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

nd Verse LSB 173 John 6:68
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Luke 1:39-56
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

3In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a
town in Judah, “®and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. ' And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped
in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, “*and she
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb! *And why is this granted to me that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? **For behold, when the sound of your greeting came
to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. “*And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the
Lord.”

4 And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,

“Tand my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
#for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.

For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
¥for he who is mighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.
9And his mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.
>'He has shown strength with his arm;
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he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
>2he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
>3he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away.
>*He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
>as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

5And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C Ibelieve in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



720 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight, No
2 We may not touch His hands and side, Nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; And
4 For You, O res - ur - rect - ed Lord, Are
5 Lord, when our life of faith is done, In
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gra - cious words we  hear From Him who spoke as
fol - low where He trod; But in His prom - ise
may our faith a - bound To call on You when
found in means di - vine: Be - neath the wa - ter
realms of clear - er  light We may be-hold You
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none e’er spoke, But we Dbe - lieve Him near.
we re - joice And cry “My Lord and God!”
You are near And seek where You are  found.
and the Word, Be - neath the bread and wine.
as You are, With full and end - less sight.
Text: Henry Alford, 181071, alt.
Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950

Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004643

Sermon

Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—-24, Eph. 4:1-3).



Offertory LSB 176 Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to

3

ey
b
AN

g

IIQ -ﬁﬁ 2 P — -
me? I will of - fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 177 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising Y ou and
saying:

Sanctus LSB 178 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
0
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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glo - ry Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P

C

P

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:
1



Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei

LSB 180 John 20:19

LSB 180 John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin

of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Distribution

350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come Matthew 21:5 {2}; Psalm 49:7-8 {4},
Revelation 5:9 {5}, 1 Timothy 2:6 {3}; Matthew 20:28 {1}
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1 Come, Thou pre - cious Ran -som, come, On - ly hope for
2 En - ter now  my wait - ing heart, Glo - rious King and
3 My ho - san - nas and my palms Gra - cious - ly re -
4 Hail! Ho - san - na, Da - vid’s Son! Je - sus, hear our
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sin - ful mor - tals! Come, O Sav - ior of the world!
Lord most ho - ly. Dwell in me and ne’er de - part,
ceive, I pray Thee; Ev - er- more, as best I can,
sup - pli - ca - tion! Let Thy king - dom, scep - ter, crown,
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O - pen are to Thee all por - tals. Come, Thy beau - ty
Though I am but poor and low - ly. Ah, what rich - es
Sav - ior, 1 will hom-age pay Thee, And in faith I
Bring us bless-ing and sal - va - tion, That for - ev - er
n H ] | }
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let us see; Anx - ious - ly we wait  for Thee.
will be mine When Thou art my guest di - vine!
will em - brace, Lord, Thy mer - it through Thy grace.
we may sing: Hail! Ho - san - na to our King.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstadtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt. Text and tune: Public domain
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818 In %‘hee Is Gladness
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1 In Thee 1s glad - ness A - mid all sad - ness, Je - sus,
2 Since He 1S ours, We fear no pow - ers, Not of
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sun - shine of my heart. By Thee are giv - en The gifts of
earth nor sin nor death. He sees and bless - es In worst dis -
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heav-en, Thou the true Re-deem - er art. Our  souls Thou
tress-es; He can change them with a breath. Where-fore the
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wak -est, Our bonds Thou break - est; Who trusts Thee sure - ly Has built se-
sto - ry Tell of His glo - ry With hearts and voic - es; All heav’'n re-
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cure - ly; He stands for - ev - er: Al-le-lu - ia! Our hearts are
joic-es In Him for - ev - er: Al-le-Iu - ial We shout for
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pin - ing To see Thy shin - ing, Dy - ing or liv - ing
glad - ness, Tri-umph o’er sad - ness, Love Him and praise Him
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To Thee are cleav - ing; Naught can us sev - er: Al-le-lu -ia!

raise er: Al-le-1lu-ia!

And still shall Him Glad hymns for - ev -

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, ¢. 1556—c. 1622. Text and tune: Public domain
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Thank the Lord LSB 181 [Psalm 105:1-3, 42—43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8—10]
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction LSB 183 Numbers 6:24-26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created
by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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935 Telg Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord Luke 1:46-55 {1}
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1 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord!
2 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of His might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo-ries of His Word!
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Un - num - bered bless -ings, give my spir - it voice;
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done;
Pow’rs and do - min-ions lay their glo - ry by.
Firm 1S His prom -ise, and His mer - cy sure.
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Ten - der to me the prom-ise of His Word;
His  mer - cy sure, from age to age the same;
Proud hearts and stub -  born wills are put to flight,
Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of the Lord
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In God my Sav - ior shall my heart re - joice.
His ho - ly name, the Lord, the Might - 'y One.
The hun - gry fed, the hum-ble Ilift - ed high.
To chil - dren’s chil - dren and for - ev - er - more!

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004643
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004643

Serving In Worship

Pastor: Joe Baumgarten

Organist: Linda Gurney

Communion Musician: Jack Matherly

Lector: Phil Schoenherr

Altar Guild: Tammy Smith

Communion Assistant: Randy Ronne

Ushers: Todd Baker & Tammy Smith
Video Recorder: Rich Weaver
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What’s Happening at Grace This Week
Sunday/Today 9:00 am Bible Study

10:00 am Worship Service
11:15 am Fellowship & Coffee

Tuesday 23 6:00 pm Church Council
Wednesday 24" 6:45 pm Musical Prelude to Worship

7:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship
Thursday 25™ 10:00 am Christmas Day Worship
Friday 26™ 6:00 pm Zumba

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP will be held this Wednesday at 7:00 pm, with
musical prelude offerings beginning at 6:45pm. This is a welcoming and beautiful
event that is perfect for bringing your family and friends to church! You can also
worship with us at Hope Lutheran Church in Springfield at 5:00 pm.

LEARNING TO BE MORE LUTHERAN. January 10, 17, 24, 31 from 9:30-
11:30am. This is the sequel to our new member’s class. We dig deeper into
Lutheran doctrine and practice. For new Lutherans, old Lutherans, and Lutherans
who want to be More Lutheran, all are welcome. Bring your Small Catechism if
you have one; if you don’t have one, we’ve got them to share. Please let the church
office know if you plan to attend.

VOCAL CHOIR REHEARSALS will resume on January 14®. If you are

interested in joining the choir, more voices are always welcome! Please contact
Paula Walker (541-914-2239 or gwalker512@comcast.net) with any questions.

NEW GRIEF GROUP: Pastor Joe will be meeting with people who are living
with the grief of loss of a spouse. They will be going through the book Living with
Grief, Bound by Sorrow, Wrapped in Comfort. Starting January 9th, the group will
meet at the church on Fridays at 1:30pm for about six weeks. If you are interested,
contact Janet Borchard (541-579-1467) so we can get the book to you ahead of
time.

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH SOMETHING? Call Janet Borchard (541-579-
1467) or Elaine Barbisan (541-343-0452) and they will work to find a church
member to help you with any house and/or yard needs you might not be able to do
yourself.
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A HUGE THANK YOU! Our Guy Lee School Winter break donations were
abundant! We have such a generous church family who love to give back to the
community. Thank you for blessing these little ones over the school break. Below is
a note from Hope Lutheran:

Dear Members of Grace Lutheran Church,

Thank you from Hope Lutheran Church for your collaboration with us in
providing snacks to the children of Guy Lee Elementary School for their
17-day Christmas Break. The coordinator of the project was overwhelmed
by the amount of our collective donation and is very appreciative. It is
great partnering with you as we serve our community!

A grand total of 2,938 individual items/packets as well as financial
donations were given for this project. What a blessing you are to these
children!

May the light of the Christ Child be with you during the Christmas season
and all year long. In Christian love and on behalf of your sister church,
Patty Daletas.
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER.....
MEMBERS: Betty Libke, Lloyd Davis, Corenne Jackson, Lee Bess, Mary Jenkins,
Donna Geisler, John Stoecker, Barbara Best, Sharon Gee, Carole Davis,
Rose Krumdieck
HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: Don Dove, Barbara Best

ALL MEMBERS AND BELIEVERS: We all need to remember and lift up every
member of the Body of Christ. We know not what others might be going through.

WORLD: For our nation and all of God’s world dealing with health issues, unrest
and violence, weather-related damage, hunger and drought in many countries.

MILITARY: For our military serving around the world, some who continue to
serve in harm’s way. Keep them safe and trusting in Your protective care.

FOOD PANTRY: The blessing of the UO Student Food Pantry housed here at
Grace.

EUGENE MISSION: That lives and souls may be healed in Christ.

DOVE MEDICAL: For blessing upon their ministry and their patients.
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A COMMUNION STATEMENT

We believe, teach, and confess the Lord’s Supper is given for those who believe in
the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe that Jesus Christ died for
our sins and by faith, our sins are forgiven. We believe that the Lord’s Supper
delivers what God has promised in Jesus: forgiveness of sins, the promise of eternal
life, and salvation. Through the Lord’s Supper, our faith is strengthened, and by the
Holy Spirit, we live our lives as followers of Jesus.

All are welcome to come forward. If you will not be taking the Lord’s Supper but
would like to receive a blessing, please cross your arms in front of you. If you are
unable to come up to the altar because of physical limitations, please let an usher
know and you will be served where you are seated.

Who should refrain from taking the Lord’s Supper today?
¢ You have not been baptized with a Christian baptism.
¢ You do not believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
e You have no desire to repent of or turn from your sins.
e You are a member of a church/denomination/organization that believes,
teaches, and confesses differently regarding the Lord’s Supper than is outlined
above.

Any questions you may have regarding the above statement and our communion
practices can be directed to Pastor Joe Baumgarten at pastor(@glchurch.org or call

the office at 541-342-4844.
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