Third Sunday of Advent
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Pastor Joe Baumgarten

Grace Lutheran Church
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VISITORS please sign our GUEST BOOK located in the narthex.

VISITORS and MEMBERS please add your name to the Fellowship
Register at the end of the pew and pass it down to others.
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354 Arise, O Christian People
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your-selves to-
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truth and light were giv - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a -
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heav - en To all the world s shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbiichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

) Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8, antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5
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Rejoice in the Lord | always;*

again I will | say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*

The Lord | is at hand.

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;*

you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;™

you covered | all their sin.

Will you not revive | us again,*



that your people may re- | joice in you?
Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn

back to | folly.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again I will | say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord | is at hand.

Kyrie LSB 168 Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.

Do
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Isaiah 40:1-11

Old Testament Reading
!Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.

2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,

that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand

double for all her sins.

3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
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make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
“Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain.
>And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,

and all flesh shall see it together,

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

’Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
19Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward i1s with him,
and his recompense before him.
""He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

VOCAL CHOIR: “Long-Awaited One” by Nicole Elsey
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 4.:1-5
IThis is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the

mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
trustworthy. *But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by
you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. *I am not
aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord
who judges me. >Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before
the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and
will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his
commendation from God.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 John 6:68
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2—-11

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by
his disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we
look for another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good
news preached to them. ®And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?
SWhat then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold,
those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. "What then did you go out
to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. °This is he of
whom it is written,
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“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

HTruly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C 1 believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
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who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice  1is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
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works of dark - ness, All you chil -dren of the day!”

sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;

with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.

liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
Text: Latin, c. 5th—10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89. Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
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For the baptized children of God, clothed in Christ’s perfect holiness and
righteousness, that God would give ear to our cries, create in us contrite hearts, and
bring us to the Last Day as His beautiful and unblemished Bride, let us pray to the
Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the congregations and ministers of the Church, our Synod president; our district
president; our circuit visitor, that by them the Father would continually call sinners
to repentance and comfort them with the healing of the Sun of righteousness, let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the Lord’s gift of marriage, that He would preserve it against the ravages of sin,
the schemes of the devil and the raging of the world; and for the couples and
families of our congregation, [especially ,/ that God would
strengthen them in love for one another and establish them on the foundation of His
Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the leaders of the earth and those who govern, that those who would hinder
God’s reign would be thwarted and His peace established in all places, let us pray to
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all Christian citizens, that in the midst of strife and conflict, and wars and
rumors of wars, we would remember that God has given all authority in heaven and
earth to Christ, who reigns on high, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all who are in need, the sick, the imprisoned, the lonely and the grieving, and
those we remember at this altar, [including ,/ that they would be
given patience to endure and hope for the future, let us pray to the Lord: Lord,
have mercy.

For all who commune today, that as Christ comes to them in the blessed Sacrament
with His forgiving body and blood, so they may straighten up and raise their heads
also when they see Him come again in glory, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.

Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You have revealed to us that heaven and
earth will pass away, that our bodies will rise again, and that we will all appear
before His judgment seat. We implore You, keep us in Your Word by Your Holy
Spirit. Establish us in the true faith, defend us from all sin, and preserve us in every

temptation. Do not let our hearts be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness or
10



the cares of this life, but lead us to trust fully in Your grace and so watch, pray and
await with joy the glorious coming of Your Son, in whom we obtain eternal
salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Offertory LSB 176 Psalm 116:12—13, 17-19
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 177 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising Y ou and
saying:

Sanctu

72}

LSB 178 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

P

C

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P

C

P

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 180 John 20:19
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 180 John 1:29
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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349 Hark the Glad Sound
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ry heart pre - pare a
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soul to cure, And  with the trea - sures of His
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throne And ev Iy voice a song.
burst, The i ron fet - ters  yield
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text and tune: Public domain
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602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives
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The gifts Christ free - ly gives He gives to you and me
The gifts flow from the font Where He calls us His own;
The gifts of grace and peace From ab - so - lu-tion flow;
The gifts are there each day The ho -ly Word is read;
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To be His Church, His bride, His cho-sen, saved and free!
New life He gives that makes Us  His and His a - lone.
The pas-tor’s words are Christ’s For us to trust and  know.
God’s chil-dren lis - ten, hear, Re - ceive, and they are fed.
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Saints blest with these rich gifts Are  chil-dren who pro - claim
Here He for-gives our sins With wa - ter and His Word;
For - give-ness that we need Is grant-ed to us there;
Christ fills them with Him - self, Blest words that give them life,
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That they were won by Christ And cling to His strong  name.
The tri - une God Him-self Gives pow’r to call Him Lord.
The Lord of mer-cy sends Us  forth in His blest care.
Re - stor - ing and re-fresh - ing Them for this world’s strife.

5 The gifts are in the feast,

Gifts far more than we see;

Beneath the bread and wine

Is food from Calvary.

The body and the blood

Remove our ev’ry sin;

We leave His presence in

His peace, renewed again.

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947. Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842—-1912, alt.
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004643. Tune: Public domain
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6 All glory to the One

Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love

Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us

Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His

Great love by which we
live!



Thank the Lord LSB 181 [Psalm 105:1-3, 42—43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8—10]
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Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction LSB 183 Numbers 6:24-26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.
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849 Praise the One Who Breaks t

he Darkness
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a b - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In-car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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Well comes liv-ing wa - ter,
the true Re - deem -er,

praise

Quench-ing thirst
Praise

the

n
One who makes us

ev - 'ty land.
one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955. Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004643. Tune: Public domain
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What’s Happening at Grace This Week
Sunday/Today 9:00 am Bible Study
10:00 am Worship Service
11:15 am Fellowship & Coffee
Tuesday 16 6:00 pm Church Council
Wednesday 170 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Advent Meal
6:15 pm Bell Choir
7:00 pm Advent Worship
7:35 pm Vocal Choir
Thursday 18 10:00 am Men’s Bible Study
Friday 19 6:00 pm Zumba

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE A POINSETTA for the altar for Advent,
please bring them on into the church anytime during office hours or Sunday
morning! Questions? Please reach out to Judy Blade or any other member of the
Altar Guild.

ADVENT WORSHIP continues this Wednesday at 7:00 pm, preceded by a soup
meal at 5:30 in the Parish Hall. You can also worship with us at Hope Lutheran
Church in Springfield with Advent worship at 12:00 noon followed by soup lunch.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING OPPORTUNITY! The vocal choir will be singing
Christmas carols at Green Valley Rehab and Emerald Valley Assisted Living on
Friday, December 19, for about 30 minutes at each location. We will carpool from
the church parking lot by 12:30 pm, as we will be singing at 1 pm at Green Valley
(Adkins St, Coburg Rd area), and then at Emerald Valley Assisted Living (West
Amazon area) at 2:30 pm. We’ll have song books and Michelle Mixon will be
accompanying us on piano. Please join us! Paula Walker, Vocal Choir Director.
CHRISTMAS PRESENCE is an afternoon/evening of holiday stories and songs,
from heartfelt to hilarious. Featuring music from Uganda, handbells, guitar, piano
and flute, and new takes on classics. Performed by local actors and musicians,
including Neil & Cathy Patton. Dec 19 (2 pm & 7:30 pm); Dec 20 (2 pm) at the
Wildish Theater, Springfield, OR. Tickets: www.narrowshoesproductions.com.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP on Wednesday, December 24"
at 7:00 pm will be a wonderful way to celebrate the night of our Lord’s birth. Pre-
Service musical offerings will commence at 6:45 pm. so plan on arriving early.
Bring your family & friends for this special and welcoming worship service! You
can also worship at Hope Lutheran at 5:00 pm.
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER.....

MEMBERS: Betty Libke, Marc Burgess, Lloyd Davis, Corenne Jackson, Lee Bess,
Mary Jenkins, Donna Geisler, John Stoecker, Barbara Best, Sharon Gee,
Carole Davis, Rose Krumdieck

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: Don Dove, Correne Jackson, Barbara Best

ALL MEMBERS AND BELIEVERS: We all need to remember and lift up every
member of the Body of Christ. We know not what others might be going through.

WORLD: For our nation and all of God’s world dealing with health issues, unrest
and violence, weather-related damage, hunger and drought in many countries.

MILITARY: For our military serving around the world, some who continue to
serve in harm’s way. Keep them safe and trusting in Your protective care.

FOOD PANTRY: The blessing of the UO Student Food Pantry housed here at
Grace.
EUGENE MISSION: That lives and souls may be healed in Christ.

DOVE MEDICAL: For blessing upon their ministry and their patients.
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