
Daily Prayer !
Use this booklet at home to aid in your personal or family 
devotions. !
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are 
new every morning; and though we deserve only 
punishment, You receive us as Your children and 
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that 
we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 
goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve 
You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. !
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, your dear son, that you have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 
that all my doings and life may please you. For into 
your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. !
Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, your dear son, that you have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all 
my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night. For into your hands I commend 



myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. !
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into  temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. !

Scripture Readings 
In preparation for next Sunday’s worship, the following 
passages from scripture and the Book of Concord may be read.  !

Readings for the Fourth Sunday in Lent !
Monday: 
Old Testament: Isaiah 42:14-21 !
Tuesday: 
Psalm 142 !
Wednesday: 
New Testament: Ephesians 5:8-14 !
Thursday: 
Gospel: John 9:1-41 !
Friday: 
Book of Concord Reading:  



 Besides this public, daily, and necessary 
confession, there is also the confidential confession that is 
only made before a single brother. If something particular 
weighs upon us or troubles us, something with which we 
keep torturing ourselves and can find no rest, and we do 
not find our faith to be strong enough to cope with it, 
then this private form of confession gives us the 
opportunity of laying the matter before some brother. We 
may receive counsel, comfort, and strength when and 
however often we wish. That we should do this is not 
included in any divine command, as are the other two 
kinds of confession. Rather, it is offered to everyone who 
may need it, as an opportunity to be used by him as his 
need requires. The origin and establishment of private 
Confession lies in the fact that Christ Himself placed His 
Absolution into the hands of His Christian people with the 
command that they should absolve one another of their 
sins (Ephesians 4:32). So any heart that feels its sinfulness 
and desires consolation has here a sure refuge when he 
hears God's Word and makes the discovery that God 
through a human being looses and absolves him from his 
sins. 
 So notice then, that Confession, as I have often 
said, consists of two parts. The first is my own work and 
action, when I lament my sins and desire comfort and 
refreshment for my soul. The other part is a work that God 
does when He declares me free of my sin through His 
Word placed in the mouth of a man. It is this splendid, 
noble, thing that makes Confession so lovely, so 
comforting. 
 ...In our view of Confession, therefore, we should 
sharply separate its two parts far from each other. We 
should place slight value on our part in it. But we should 
hold in sigh and great esteem God's Word in the 
Absolution part of Confession. We should not proceed as 
if we intended to perform and offer Him a splendid work, 



but simply to accept and receive something from Him. 
You dare not come saying how good or how bad you are. 
If you are a Christian, I in any case, know well enough 
that you are. If you are not, I know that even better. But 
what you must see to is that you lament your problem 
and that you let yourself be helped to acquire a cheerful 
heart and conscience...We strongly urge you by all means 
to make confession of your need, not with the intention of 
doing a worthy work by confessing but in order to hear 
what God has arranged for you to be told. What I am 
saying is that you are to concentrate on the Word, on the 
Absolution, to regard it as a great and precious and 
magnificently splendid treasure, and to accept it with all 
praise and thanksgiving to God. 

Large Catechism, Part V, 13-15, 18-19, 22: An Exhortation to Confession 
  
All passages from the Book of Concord are quoted from Concordia: The 
Lutheran Confessions, CPH, 2006.


