
Daily Prayer !
Use this booklet at home to aid in your personal or family 
devotions. !
Collect of the Day 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be 
gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways 
and bring them again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. !
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, your dear son, that you have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 
that all my doings and life may please you. For into 
your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. !
Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, your dear son, that you have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all 
my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night. For into your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let your 



holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. !
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into  temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. !

Scripture Readings 
In preparation for next Sunday’s worship, the following 
passages from scripture and the Book of Concord may be read.  !

Readings for the Third Sunday in Lent 
Monday: 
Old Testament: Exodus 17:1-7 !
Tuesday: 
Psalm 95:1-9 !
Wednesday: 
New Testament: Romans 5:1-8 !
Thursday: 
Gospel: John 4:5-30, 39-42 !
Friday: 
Book of Concord Reading:  
 …For the Law only accuses and terrifies 
consciences. In these terrors [the writers of the 



Confutation] say nothing about faith. They present only 
the Word that convicts of sin. When this is taught alone, it 
is the doctrine of the Law, not of the Gospel. By these 
griefs and terrors, they say, people merit grace, as long as 
they love God. But how will people love God in true 
terrors when they feel God’s horrible wrath, which is 
beyond words? What besides despair do those people 
teach who, during these terrors, show forth only Law? 
 As the second part of repentance we add faith in 
Christ. The Gospel, in which the forgiveness of sins is 
freely promised concerning Christ, should be presented to 
consciences in these terrors. They should believe that, for 
Christ’s sake, their sins are freely forgiven. This faith 
cheers, sustains, and enlivens the contrite, according to 
Romans 5:1, “Since we have been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God.” This faith obtains the forgiveness 
of sins. It justifies before God, as the same passage 
testifies, “since we have been justified by faith.” This faith 
shows the distinction between the contrition of Judas and 
Peter, of Saul and David. The contrition of Judas or Saul 
(Matthew 27:3-5; 1 Samuel 31:4-6) is useless because 
faith is not added. Faith grasps the forgiveness of sins, 
given as a gift for Christ’s sake. So the contrition of David 
or Peter (2 Samuel 12:13; Matthew 26:75) helps because 
faith, which takes hold of the forgiveness of sins granted 
for Christ’s sake, is added to it. Love is not present before 
reconciliation has been made through faith. For without 
Christ, the Law is not performed, according to Romans 
5:2, “Through [Christ] we have also obtained access [to 
God].” This faith grows gradually and throughout the 
entire life, struggles with sin, in order to overcome sin and 
death. Love follows faith, as we have said above. 
 …Furthermore, the Power of the Keys administers 
and presents the Gospel through Absolution, which is the 
true voice of the Gospel. We also include Absolution 
when we speak of faith, because “faith comes from 



hearing,” as Paul says in Romans 10:17. When the Gospel 
is heard and the Absolution is heard, the conscience is 
encouraged and receives comfort. Because God truly 
brings a person to life through the Word, the Keys truly 
forgive sins before God. According to Luke 10:16, “The 
one who hears you hears Me.” Therefore, the voice of the 
one absolving must be believed no differently than we 
would believe a voice from heaven. !

Apology of the Augsburg Confession XII, 34-37, 39-40: Repentence 
  
All passages from the Book of Concord are quoted from Concordia: The 
Lutheran Confessions, CPH, 2006.


