
Daily Prayer !
Use this booklet at home to aid in your personal or family 
devotions. !
Collect of the Day 
O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people 
that we who justly suffer the consequence of our sin 
may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the 
glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. !!
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, your dear son, that you have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 
that all my doings and life may please you. For into 
your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. !!
Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, your dear son, that you have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all 
my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night. For into your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let your 



holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. !!
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. !!

Scripture Readings 
In preparation for next Sunday’s worship, the following 
passages from scripture and the Book of Concord may be read.  !

Readings for the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany !
Monday: 
Old Testament: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 !
Tuesday: 
Psalm 119:1-8 !
Wednesday: 
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 !
Thursday: 
Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 !



Friday: 
Book of Concord Reading: 
 A person can hear and read this Word 
outwardly, even though he is not yet converted to 
God and regenerate. As said above, a person even 
since the fall has a free will to a certain extent in these 
outward things. So he can go to church and listen or 
not listen to the sermon. 
 God works through this means (i.e., the 
preaching and hearing of His Word). He breaks our 
hearts (Jer. 4:3-4) and draws us to Him (John 6:44). 
Through the preaching of the Law, a person comes to 
know his sins and God’s wrath. He experiences in his 
heart true terrors, contrition, and sorrow. Through the 
preaching of, and reflection on, the Holy Gospel 
about the gracious forgiveness of sins in Christ, a 
spark of faith is kindled in him. This faith accepts the 
forgiveness of sins for Christ’s sake and comforts itself 
with the Gospel promise. So the Holy Spirit (who 
does all this) is sent into the heart (Galatians 4:6). 
 The preacher’s planting and watering and the 
hearer’s running and hearing would both be in vain 
and no conversion would follow it if the power and 
effectiveness of the Holy Spirit were not added 
(1 Corinthians 3:6-7). The Spirit enlightens and 
converts hearts through the Word preached and 
heard. So people believe this Word and agree with it. 
Neither preacher nor hearer is to doubt this grace and 
effectiveness of the Holy Spirit. They should be 
certain that when God’s Word is preached purely and 
truly, according to God’s command and will, and 



people listen attentively and seriously and meditate 
on it, God is certainly present with His grace. He 
grants, as has been said, what otherwise a person can 
neither accept nor give by his own powers. For we 
should not and cannot always judge from feeling 
about the presence, work, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
as to how and when they are experienced in the 
heart. They are often covered and happen in great 
weakness. Therefore, we should be certain about and 
agree with the promise that God’s Word preached 
and heard is truly an office and work of the Holy 
Spirit. He is certainly effective and works in our hearts 
by them (2 Corinthians 2:14-17;3:5-6). !

Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, II, 53-56: Free Will !
All passages from the Book of Concord are quoted from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, CPH, 2006.


