
Daily Prayer !
Use this booklet at home to aid in your personal or family 
devotions. !
Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things 
in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of 
Your people and grant us Your peace through all our 
days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. !
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, your dear son, that you have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 
that all my doings and life may please you. For into 
your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. !
Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, your dear son, that you have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all 
my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night. For into your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. 



!
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. !

Scripture Readings 
In preparation for next Sunday’s worship, the following 
passages from scripture and the Book of Concord may be read.  !

Readings for the Second Sunday after Epiphany !
Monday: 
Old Testament: Isaiah 49:1-7 !
Tuesday: 
Psalm 40:1-11 !
Wednesday: 
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 !
Thursday: 
Gospel: John 1:29-42a !
Friday: 
Book of Concord Reading: 
 “In short, the worship of the New Testament is 
spiritual. It is the righteousness of faith in the heart and 



the fruit of faith. New Testament worship sets aside 
Levitical services. Christ says, ‘True worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship Him. God is spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth’ (John 4:23-24). This passage clearly condemns 
opinions about sacrifices that, as the adversaries [the 
writers of the Pontifical Confutation of the Augsburg 
Confession] imagine, benefit by the outward act (ex 
opere operate). In contrast, it teaches that people should 
worship in spirit, that is, with the inclinations of the heart 
and by faith. So even in the Old Testament, the prophets 
condemn the opinion of the people about the outward 
act (opus operatum) and teach the righteousness and 
sacrifices of the Spirit. ‘I did not speak to your fathers or 
command them concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. 
But this command I gave them: “Obey My voice, and I 
will be your God,”’ and so on (Jeremiah 7:22-23). How 
do we suppose that the Jews received this charge, which 
seems to conflict openly with Moses? God clearly gave 
the fathers commands about burnt offerings and victims. 
But Jeremiah condemns the opinion about sacrifices that 
God had not delivered, namely, that these services please 
Him by the outward act. Concerning faith, he adds that 
God had commanded this: ‘Hear Me,’ that is, ‘believe Me 
that I am your God, and that I wish to be known when I 
care for you and help you. I do not need your sacrificial 
victims. Believe that I want to be God the Justifier and 
Savior, not because of works, but because of My Word 
and promise. Truly seek and expect help from Me from 
the heart.’… 
 “Likewise, ‘Sacrifice and offering You have not 
desired, but You have given me an open ear’ (Psalm 
40:6), that is, ‘You have offered me Your Word that I may 
hear it, and You do require that I believe Your Word and 
Your promises. You truly desire to care for me and to 



help,’ and so on. Likewise, ‘You will not be pleased with a 
burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not 
despise’ (Psalm 51:16-17). ‘Offer right sacrifices, and put 
your trust in the LORD’ (Psalm 4:5). He asks us to hope, 
and says that this is a righteous sacrifice, meaning that 
other sacrifices are not true and righteous sacrifices. And 
‘I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on 
the name of the LORD’ (Psalm 116:17). 
 “Scripture is full of such references that teach that 
sacrifices by the outward act (ex opere operato) do not 
reconcile God. Since Levitical services have been 
repealed, the New Testament teaches that new and pure 
sacrifices will be made: faith, prayer, thanksgiving, 
confession, the preaching of the Gospel, troubles on 
account of the Gospel, and the like.” !
Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV, 27-30: The Mass. !
All passages from the Book of Concord are quoted from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, CPH, 2006.


